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A Treatise on the Nervous Diseases of Children, for Physicians 

and Students. By B. Sachb, M.D., Professor of Mental and Nervous 

Diseases in the New York Polyclinic; Consulting Neurologist to the Mt. 

Sinai Hospital; Neurologist to the Montefiore Home for Chronic Invalids; 

Ex-President of the American Neurological Association. 8vo. Pp. 666. 

New York: William Wood & Co., 1895. 

The author of this volume has made a valuable and original contri¬ 
bution to medical literature in a field not previously thoroughly. ex¬ 
plored. He concisely summarizes recent literature upon the subject, 
and has added much that is of decided interest. 

The book opens with a chapter upon Methods of Examination, which 
is appropriate, exceedingly clear, and well illustrated. General Nervous 
Diseases are next treated of, beginning Part I. of the volume. The 
convulsions of children are so frequent and come so often to the atten¬ 
tion of the general practitioner of medicine that this chapter is most 
valuable and welcome. Following the author’s custom, only those 
methods of treatment are described which he has found personally to 
be efficient. He ascribes little, if any, value to the use of the hot bath, 
the procedure most commonly employed. He prefers the inhalation of 
chloroform, of nitrate of amyl, followed, if necessary, by the use of 
opium. Having controlled the convulsions, their cause is to be sought 
and removed. Croup is to be treated upon much the same principle, 
and regular breathing is to be procured by traction upon the tongue and 
the application of cold and wet towels to the chest. Attention is called 
to the importance of remedying essential malnutrition as illustrated in 
cases of rbachitis. 

In treating of Epilepsy the characteristic features of epileptic attacks 
and ^hose of Hysteria and Syncope are placed in contrast for purposes 
of diagnosis. The medical treatment of Epilepsy is concisely given, 
while in discussing the surgical treatment the researches of the author, 
with operations by Gerster, have done much to determine the value of 
Burgical interference in these cases. 

Hysteria formB the subject of an interesting chapter in which the 
reader is not wearied by theory, but is given a concise statement of what 
is actually known regarding this obscure condition. Due attention is 
called to the benefits of rest and isolation in treatment. 

The author’s chapter upon Chorea embraces the gist of the volumin¬ 
ous literature upon the subject. In the treatment of this condition rest 
and food are considered of first importance, the author stating that 
" Milk and rest will do more for most cases of chorea than any other 
two measures.” Lukewarm baths are a valuable adjunct, while time- 
honored arsenic receives due mention and is the best of drugs for this 
disorder. A full and interesting chapter upon Choreiform Diseases 
appropriately follows, with a full bibliography of recent literature. 

Tetanus is to be treated by antitoxin, and the belief iB expressed that 
future researches in this direction may ultimately prove satisfactory. 
Tetany is next discussed, and attention called to the rarity of the affec¬ 
tion in America. 

A valuable and interesting chapter is devoted to Headaches and the 
treatment of the various varieties. Food, hydrotherapy, and caffeine 
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are most useful in the headaches of anaemia. In treating Migraine, rest 
in bed is considered most important. Regulation of digestion, and caffeine 
with iron, quinine, or arsenic, or with cannabis indica, are also recom¬ 
mended. The author has not been deceived by the exaggerated importance 
ascribed to ocular defects in these cases. While he doe3 not oppose 
sensible treatment by competent oculists, he is naturally averse to treat¬ 
ment based upon extreme theories. He would have the eye-condition 
corrected as a physical defect, but he rightly protests against the assump¬ 
tion that slight errors in refraction and accommodation may be the cause 
of this neurosis. 

The Disorders of Sleep include Night Terrors and Enuresis. 

Under the head of Vaso-Motor and Tropho-Neuroses the author gives 
a brief description of Exophthalmic Goitre, Thyroid Enlargements, 
Tachycardia, Myxcedema, Angio-Neurotic CEdema, Raynaud’s Disease, 
and Facial Hemiatrophy. 

Part II. treats of Organic Diseases of the Nervous System, and begins 
with Diseases of the Peripheral Nerves. A most valuable section is that 
upon Obstetrical Palsies, and a useful Table of contrasted symptoms 
with those of Cerebral Birth-Palsies i3 given. The attention of 
obstetricians should be given to this subject, upon which the writer’s 
observations have been of special value. Facial Palsies conclude this 
chapter. Multiple Neuritis is described at length. 

The author devotes a chapter to the Anatomy, Physiology and Pathol¬ 
ogy of the Spinal Cord in Children, with appropriate illustrations. Anae¬ 
mia and Hyperaemia of the Cord form the subject of a brief chapter. 
Infantile Spinal Paralysis is fully described and attention called to the 
diagnosis between Acute Spinal and Acute Cerebral Palsy. The 
author does not share in the gloomy prognosis often given in cases of 
poliomyelitis; during the acute stage he addresses his treatment to the 
general condition only, and calls attention to the uselessness of treat¬ 
ment addressed to the muscles during this stage of the disorder; when, 
however, this is past, orthopedic measures should be employed with¬ 
out reserve, with massage and electrical treatment. Acute Myelitis 
and Traumatic Injury of the Cord form the subject of the following 
chapter. The author calls attention to the danger which may arise in 
the use of strychnine in these cases. Syphilis of the Cord and Dissemi¬ 
nated Sclerosis receive appropriate treatment at his hands. Pott’s Dis¬ 
ease is given as the principal cause of Compression Paralysis; in the 
treatment of these cases the tubercular process in the spinal column 
must first be checked. Counter-irritants are useless, while surgical 
interference is not borne so well by children as by adults. The value 
of plaster-of-Paris and appropriate apparatus is fully appreciated. In 
an interesting chapter upon Tumors of the Cord the author states that 
extra-medullary growths are the only ones that we can expect the sur¬ 
geon to remove. In cases of tubercle and gumma, surgical interfer¬ 
ence is advised if no result has followed thorough treatment for a 
period of from three to four weeks. Hereditary Diseases of the Cord re¬ 
ceive full and comprehensive treatment. The Progressive Muscular 
Atrophies are well illustrated, while the section upon Diseases of the 
Cord is closed with a chapter upon Malformations and Conditions Due 
to Defective Development. 

Diseases of the Brain are described in the concluding section of the 
volume, and the Anatomy and Physiology of the Brain are first con- 
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sidered. Meningitis and Encephalitis are next in order, and attention 
is called to the difficulty in diagnosticating tubercular disease during 
the early period of meningitis. Other forms of Meningitis and also In¬ 
flammation of the Brain Substance conclude the chapter. In an inter¬ 
esting chapter upon Hydrocephalus the writer questions the success of 
drainage, because the fluid is replenished so rapidly that but little can 
be accomplished. ' 

Infantile Cerebral Palsies receive a most interesting and valuable 
exposition. The author has previously made valuable contributions to 
the literature of the subject, and especially in drawing attention to the 
influence which prolonged labor exerts in the production of. these dis¬ 
orders. The general practitioner, and especially the obstetrician, will 
find this chapter of the greatest importance. Tumors of the Brain 
and Brain Abscesses are considered fully but concisely. The author 
has found in his experience that children tolerate operations upon the 
brain very poorly indeed: this fact and the prevalence ot tubercular 
tumors in the brains of children render Burgical interference less suc¬ 
cessful than in the adult. For brain-abscesses the surgeon should he 
summoned early, and operation be performed os promptly and rapidly 
as possible. _ _ 

The author has collected the various types of Diseases Due to De¬ 
fective Development of the Brain in the following chapter. His expe¬ 
rience does not permit him to conclude that craniectomy in these cases 
is likely to permanently increase the intra-cranial capacity, nor has he 
seen improvement follow this operation. Diseases of the Mind form 
the subject of the concluding section of this volume, and here again 
the importance of prenatal conditions and also of convulsions is fully 
set forth. An Appendix to the volume contains therapeutic sugges- 

■ The author has contributed a most interesting and valuable book to 
the literature of pediatrics. While a portion of the subject-matter 
receives treatment in works upon General hledicine, his extensive expe¬ 
rience and original observation in the disorders of early infancy render 
this volume unique and especially valuable. His extensive acquaint¬ 
ance with the literature of the subject is shown in the bibliographres 
appended to each chapter. This book should be especially valuable to 
the general practitioner and to the obstetrician, who will find in lh 
clear and interesting matter an explanation of many phenomena which 
occasion difficulty in diagnosis. The writer’s directions regarding treat¬ 
ment are rational and explicit, and should be highly appreciated by 
the reader. The book is clearly printed and abundantly rllustrated, 
most of the illustrations being clearly produced. E. P. D. 



HERRICK: A HANDBOOK OF MEDICAL DIAGNOSIS. 695 


A Handbook of Medical Diagnosis for Students. By James B. 
Herrick, A.B., M.D.; Adjunct Professor of Medicine, Rush Medical 
College; Professor of Medicine, Northwestern University Woman's Med¬ 
ical School; Attending Physician to Cook County Hospital; Assistant 
Attending Physician to Presbyterian Hospital, Chicago. With 80 illus¬ 
trations and 2 colored plates. Pp. x., 432. Philadelphia: Lea Brothers 
& Co., 1895. 

Designed, as this book is, for the use of students, it will be found 
that the author has admirably accomplished his purpose as expressed 
in the preface in the hope “ that the volume will be more than a quiz- 
compend; that it will stimulate the undergraduate to further study in 
larger works and in good current medical literature; to more careful 
and thorough clinical observation, and to original investigation.” 

In a work of this character, in which so much important matter muBt 
be sacrificed for the sake of brevity, it may seem somewhat unfair to 
criticise too harshly a lack of detail. Nevertheless, as the book pur¬ 
ports to be an “ aid in making a diagnosis,” it would seem to us that, in 
several instances, a more complete enumeration of methods of investi¬ 
gation would have been advisable. Thus, to illustrate, on page 186, 
under the consideration of the microscopical examination of the sputum, 
although stating that the detection of elastic tissue is conclusive evi¬ 
dence of bronchial erosion or softening of the parenchyma of the lung, 
the author describes for its detection only the uncertain method of 
picking out one of the little masses from the sputum with the forceps 
and flattening it between two glass slides or two glass plates. No refer¬ 
ence is made to the methods employed by von Jaksch, Fenwick, and 
others. 

The article on pleurisy is not adequate to the needs of the student. 
An important subject, it has been bo condensed as to be of but little 
value. In the differential diagnosis between pleural effusion and 
croupous pneumonia affecting the left base, no reference is made to the 
alteration in the former of the position of Traube’s semilunar space; 
neither does the bacteriology of pleurisy receive any consideration. 

The above are the main defects of the work, and are but slight when 
placed in comparison with its general merits. The author has selected 
well from the standard works upon his subject and has shown a keen 
knowledge of the requirements of the student in the manner in which 
he has arranged his material. Especial attention should be called to 
the excellence of the chapters upon malaria and diseases of the blood 
and ductless glands, in both of which the text is elucidated by illustra¬ 
tions that cannot fail to be of the utmost value to the student. 

In his considerations of diphtheria, pneumonia, and many other 
affections, there is shown a thorough appreciation of the results attained 
by recent pathological investigations, and the student who reads these 
chapters will not be misinformed. 

The identification of capillary bronchitis with broncho-pneumonia 
as one and the same anatomical process is in keeping with the modern 
view concerning this affection. It seems strange, with our present 
knowledge of the pathology of this condition, that capillary bronchitis 
should still be given, by even a few, a distinct and separate pathology; 



